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Enrollment Trends

The last decade in Washington higher education has seen- unparalleled

enrollment growth. The number of persons participating in higher educa-

tion has increased by 205 percent; 200,487 in 1970 as compared to 65,791

persons in 1960. During this same period the labor force increased by 28

percent, and the total state population increased from 2,853,214 to 3,409,410,

producing a percentage growth of 19.5 percent. Since 1960 the number of

students receiving high school diplomas has increased 70 percent, and in the

average age groups of persons considered the primary participants in higher

education, the population has increased 76 percent. Comparison of these

data to actual numerical and percentage increases in higher education enroll-

ments produce dramatic evidence of the population explosion that occurred in

Washington's colleges and universities between 1960 and 1970.

This growth in participation in higher education reflects both indiv-

idual and public concern for higher education. The commitment is discerned

by the change in the number and types of colleges which have opened since

the early 1960s. While there were numerous community colleges operatfiigii'

part of local school districts in 1960, the majority of these institutions

have come into existence since the advent of the decade, and all now operate

as a "total system" within the higher education sector. Since 1962, four-

teen new institutions have been opened across the state thus expanding educa-

tional opportunities at the two-year level for a large majority of the state's

population.

The Evergreen State College, which opened in Fall of 1971, further

demonstrates the state's response to the need for additional educational
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facilities, but most importantly, it reflects concern for alternative

approaches to higher education.

While the growth rate in higher education recorded in Washington seems

phenomenal, it should be compared to what is taking place in other states

to ascertain the true progress of Washington higher education. In 1965,

Washington ranked seventh among all states in the entry of "first time

students." "First time students" are defined as those students entering

directly from high school for their initial experience in an institution of

higher education. The state's ranking has increased to fourth in 1970. As

shown on Table 1, only Arildna, Wyoming, and Utah rank higher than Washing-

ton. The improvement in rank order for cirst time students is an indication

of increased educational opportunity.

Another standard comparison completed by many states relates to the

proportion of the population enrolled in institutions of higher education

as compared to the total state's population (Table 2). Again, in 1965

Washington ranked tenth in the nation, but by 1970 the state had moved to

seventh among the 50 states.

One of the interesting observations to be made when analyzing the two

sets of data is the general increase in.persons participating in higher

education in the United states. The national figures for 1965 reveal that

5.7 percent was the highest participation rate for all states at that time.

By 1970, Utah had increased almost two full percentage points to 7.5 percent.

Similarly, participation in Washington increased by a like amount, from a

3.5 percent to 5.3 percent. Since college age youth represent the greatest

portion of the population and would, therefore, account for need of this

2



Table 1

PERCENTAGE OF FIRST TIME STUDENTS* IN
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION AS COMPARED TO

TOTAL STATES POPULATION**
FALL - 1970

Rank State Percentage

1

2

3
4

Arizona
Wyoming
Utah
Washington

.9072

.7274
I.606F
.5968

5 Idaho 1.5718

6 Oregon .5716

7 Hawaii 1.5513

8 North Dakota I .5*93

9 California 1.4918

0 Delaware .4605

I Vermont .4124
2 Massachusetts .3911

3 Colorado .3696

4 Rhode Island 1.3514

5 Montana .2257

6 Kansas .2109

7 Wisconsin 1.1832

'8 South Dakota .1230

9 North Carolina .0982

20 Illinois 1 .0642

* A first-time student is defined as a new freshman (in the fall term)
who has never previously been enrolled in an institution of higher
education. Opening Fall Enrollment, 1970

** Source: American Council on Education, "A Fact Book on Higher
Education", p. 71.25.
.S. Bureau of Census "Current Population Reports,"
Series P-25, No. 459, p. 2.
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Table 2

PERCENTAGE OF
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER

TOTAL STATES
'FALL -

ALL STUDENTS IN
EDUCATION AS COMPARED 13
POPULATION*
1970

Rank State Percentage

1 Utah 7.4735
2 California 6.2934
3 Arizona 6.2137.
4 Colorado 5.5100
5 Oregon 5.4653
6 Massachusetts 5.3268
7 Washington 5.2918
8 Vermont 4.9694
9 North Dakota 4.9327
0 Idaho 4.8668

Rhode Island 4.7460
2 Hawaii 4.7416
3 'South Dakota 4.6143
4 Wisconsin 4.5621
5 Wyoming 4.5265

'6 Kansas 4.5041
17 Nebraska 4.4727
18 Michigan 4.4405
19 Delaware 4.3522

New Mexico 4.304420

* Source: American Council on Education, "A Fact Book on Higher
Education", p. 71.11.

U.S. Bureau of Census "Current Population Reports,"
Series P-25, No. 459, p. 2.
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increase, the national trend is for persons to utilize higher education in

greater numbers than previously, and at a more rapid pace than the general

population growth. (A comparisdn of the particip:tion by age groups will

be discussed at a later point in the report.)

This particular phenomenon was cited in a recent Carnegie Commission

report entitleu, New Students and New Places. The report states:

"Higher Education in the United States has been a continuous
rapid-growth segment of the nation for more than three centuries.
During that time, it has experienced steady enrollment increases
at a rate faster than the expansion of American society gener-
ally.. Over the past century,..enrollments...haVe doubled reg-
ularly every 14 to 15 years.'"

The rapid growth rate experienced over the past decade has begun to

slow, and during the past two years enrollments have stabilized. Nation-

ally, 35 percent of college age youth is enrolled in programs of higher

education; this percentage is expected to reach 50 percent by the year 2000.

Similarly, within 30 years a graduation rate of 90 percent of all high

school students will be reached, and approximately 75 percent of all high

school graduates will enter post-secondary training. Presently, 92 percent

of Washington's 12th grade high school students graduate from high school.

This percentage excludes those who may have attained their diplomas through

other means. According to the State Board for Community College Education,

another 1202 received high school diplomas and 2,465 students received their

General Education Development Certificate through the community college

system. This would account for 3,667 additional persons achieving a high

1
!he Carnegie Commission on Higher Education, New Students and New

Places, (McGraw-Hill Book Company, Hightstown, New Jersey, 1971).
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school education or equivalent.2

This year the number of high school graduates deciding to enroll in

degree credit programs is 39,484, or 72.4 percent, of the total pool of e:;-

gible high school graduates. Even with a slower growth rate, as predicted

by the federal government and the Carnegie Commission, Washington should

reach the 75 percent participation rate sooner than most states and defin-

itely before the end of the century.

The condition of the State in higher education during the past decade

then, has been healthy and by many standards, excellent. Even though, a

slower growth pattern is projected in the next decade resulting in a national

increase of less than one half of the increments experienced in the 1960s,

(59 percent as compared to 124 percent) careful and insightful planning will

be necessary to accomodate Washington's higher education population.

During the 1971 legislative session, the Council on Higher Education

considered enrollment policies in the context of the state's financial dif-

ficulties and in the light of the rapid enrollment growth during the past few

years. Enrollment limitations were deemed necessary to protect the quality

of higher education, given the limited financial resources availaVe. But

the years 1970-71 did not produce the anticipated enrollment growth; instead,

a leveling of enrollments was experienced by the colleges and universities

which, while perplexing to planners and projectors, appears to be in keep-

ing with national trends. It is important to examine the changes that have

taken place and to evaluate changes which will affect new patterns and future

2
State Board for Community College Education, Factbook Operations
, No. 4, March, 1972.
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enrollment trends.

II. Enrollment Participation

Washington, as has been shown previously, ranks high nationally in

most indices of participation in higher education, including the propor-

tion of college age youth attending college--the comparative index most

frequently used. While-"college age youth" is a difficult term to define

in view of changing patterns of attendance, increased mobility, and open

-door policies, the traditional group utilized for analysis on the national

level has been the 18-21,year olds. Seventy-nine percent of this age

cohort are now enrolled in Washington institutions of higher education. In

1960, 46 pertent of the 18-21 year olds were enrolled in Washington insti-

tutions of higher education.

The basic age group recently utilized for the State of Washington, and

by the Council on Higher Edudation in its first enrollment report, is the

18-29 year olds. Of this particular group, 30 percent are participating

in higher education; this compares tr 16 percent in 1960.

In 1970 when the Council on Higher Education recommended "that enroll-

ment levels be stabilized at the undergraduate levels and in graduate and

professional programs" in 1971-1972, it was estimated some 15,000 students

might have to be,accommodated on a deferred enrollment basis. However, it

it now clear that the projected enrollment levels were higher than the actual

demand.

The enrollment limitation policies were predicated upon 18-29 year old

participation rates of approximately one half of 1 percent during the first

year of the 1971-73 biennium and almost 2 percent during the second year.

7
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Actual 1971 autumn enrollment experience shows that the participation rate

decreased by one half of 1 percent in 1971, resulting in 2,395 less stu-

dents than anticipated. It is likely the same pattern will hold true for

1972. Table 3 shows the historical participation rates for each sector of

higher education since 1965.

Another study completed by the Council on Higher Education in May of

this year describes participation rates by each county. The report is an

initial attempt to determine the number and percent of the population for

each county being served by the institutions of higher education in Wash-

ington.

Figure A summarizes the participation rates by county. (For addi-

tional analysis of the county participation rates and a rank-order listing

of participation rates for each county, see Appendix D.) This particular

analysis will be repeated in three to five years. It should provide the

information necessary to determine additional educational resources needed

to reach a greater proportion of Washington's resident population.

III. Future Enrollment Trends

One pervasive question is whether or not the trends which have been

established will continue in the future. National indicators presented

by the Carnegie Commission report and the projections from the Department

of Health, Education and Welfare indicate growth, but such growth will be

tempered by a slowing birth rate and changes in the attitudes of students

toward. their- education. Factors such as changes in the military draft,

increased tuition and fees, and independence of student age groups from

social pressure to "get the degree," indicate a shift in past patterns of

9



attendance in institutions of higher education.

The large increases in the community college sector have shown the

interest of the population in education per se. The comparatively small

percentage of transfer students going from community colleges to the four-

year institutions also indicates that a majority of the training being taken

in the community colleges is terminal in nature because of program design,

updating of present skills and knowledge, or retraining in a field of

interest.

There appears to be increasing interest in the vocational-technical

programs, and a brief glance at the Western Interstate Commission on Higher

Education's vacancy report for this summer reveals that those programs which

are now filled are vocational in nature. Academic transfer courses still

comprise the preponderance of programs offered at the community college

level; the balance is moving toward an equal mix between academic and voca-

tional programs.

The traditional academic programs offered by the four-year institutions,

tempered with "relevancy" and "innovation," appeal to the student who is

degree bound or wishes to gain specific professional training. Students in

graduate education, even though-limited throughout the last bienniUm in Wash-

. ington, appear to be decreasing in number nationally, especially in areas of

graduate over-supply. (The major exception to the pattern is in the area of

health sciences which is growing to meet an under supply of trained personnel.)

Students recognize that even an advanced degree in a speciality area may not

provide the job entree it did three years ago.

While these new trends may be considered speculative for long-term

10
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enrollment projections, more immediate predictors built upbn birth rates

and migration patterns are available for national projections. The pre-
,

viously mentioned report from the Carnegie Commission anticipates that

enrollments in the next ten years will increase by one half. (However, an

increase of this magnitude in Washington in highly unlikely in view of

current higher than average participation rates.) The following decade of

1980-1990 should see no increases whatsoever on the national level, and

another increase of 30 percent should be experienced from 1990-2000:

"The...period of the 1980's will bring new construction to a
halt, greatly slow the recruitment.of new faculty members...

But it will also facilitate some improvements in quality since
the demands of greater quantity will have disappeared.

With Tess attention being given to accommodating additional
college-age youth, expansion in the education of adults may
be additionally undertaken on a major scale.D3

The report goes on to indicate that an increasing proportion of young

persons from the lower half of the socio-economic scale will participate

in higher education.

Projections by the federal government show that enrollments in insti-

tutions of higher education will increase about 70 percent in the next

decade, to nearly 11 million. Figures released by the National Center for

Educational Statistics indicate that enrollments in private institutions

will rise only by 8 percent. This figure may be.too_high_for Washington

which has fewer private colleges and fewer students enrolled in these insti-

tutions than most other states. Moreover, such projections are susceptible

to future federal policy affecting aid to institutions, public and private.

3
Op. cit., The Carnegie Commission on Higher Education.
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Legislation authorizing such aid was recently enacted and approved by the

President. However, the level of funding has not been determined, and the

future of such aid can only be seen "through a glass darkly."

It is possible that the projections of these two national organiza-

tions are optimistic, particularly in the face of the recent downward shift

in anticipated enrollment levels.

During the Fall of 1972, it was estimated that 110,000 openings nation-

ally for college freshmen were not filled, a 14 percent increase over the

1970 unfilled openings. Undergraduate enrollment increased by 2.4 percent

in 1971 and the number of freshmen was down slightly. Enrollment in public

four-year institutions showed an increase, but private institutions decreased;

the public two-year colleges increased 7.8 percent.
4

The Chronicle on

Higher Education, reporting on a survey of U.S. college registrars stated

that:

"Enrollment of students from racial minorities showed large
gains over 1970. The registration of Black students increased
by 15 percent at the four-year institutions and by 14.1 percent
at the public junior colleges. The number of students with
Spanish surnames increased by 25 percent at the four-year insti-
tutions and 18 percent at public junior colleges.

The number of women enrolled increased by smaller amounts, 3
percent at four-ygar institutions and 9.0 percent at public
junior colleges."

The upcoming Fall college enrollment situation cannot be judged, but

there are several indicators which give clues to the outcome. In a report

released by the Office of Research and Information of the National Assoc-

4
Ibid.

5Chronicle on Higher Education, December 13, 1971.
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iation of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges, applications for

admission to the freshman classes for the institutions this organization

represents are-only 1.37 percent above the previous year's analysis. This

is the smallest annual increase in the past ten years. However, "a nation-

wide decline of 4.4 percent in out-of-state applications played a signifi-

cant part in slackening the applications surge. In-state applications in-

creased slightly more than total applications, with an increase of 2.83 per-

cent."6 At those institutions where there were slowdowns in applications,

financial difficulties for students and an increase in the number of students

choosing to begin their post high school education at community colleges or

vocational-technical schools were the primary reasons cited. Other factors

of budgetary restrictions and enrollment quotas have contributed to the

apparent enrollment decline in some institutions.

A Council on Higher Education-survey of students who accepted admission

to one of the four-year institutions in Washington last Fall, but did not

enroll was recently completed. (See Appendix E.)

Of the sample of students who did not show at the institution to which

they had paid their prepayment fee, 52 percent enrollediin another college

or university. Almost half indicated that the reason for attendance at

another institution was financial. Many out -of -state students enrolled in

institutions closer to home to avoid the increase in out-of-state fees.

Washington residents enrolled in less expensive community colleges. The rest

of the group enrolled in institutions which had greater appeal to them or

offered broader curricular programs.

6National Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges,
For Your Information, Number 174, April 16,1972.
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Of those students who did not enroll during Fall 1971, the most impor-

tant reason found was "unavoidable circumstances," often related to finan-

cial difficulties. Twenty-six percent cited "insufficient financial resources"

and 13 percent indicated employment opportunities. The decision to defer

enrollment was the third most often cited reason for non-enrollment (by 17

percent of this group).

These results substantiate the factors for fewer applications cited by

the National Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges'

application survey. Those students deferring their education (19 percent of

the total number surveyed) accord with the previously mentioned attitudes

of students concerning the value of their education. If such trends con-

tinue for Fall, 1972, immediate growth for Washington institutions of higher

education is unlikely.

Since current economic difficulties in Washington are reflected in

the students' responses, an improvement in the economy might eventually in-

fluence enrollment trends. If so, a larger number of students may seek

higher education as out-migration patterns reverse and the population returns

to a positive growth cycle.

An analysis for 1972 college vacancies in Washington has been completed

by the Western Interstate Commission on Higher Education (WICHE). The

"College Vacancy Survey," (June 1, 1972) reported 17,820 freshmen vacancies

and approximately 2,480 transfer vacancies.7 The June 1, 1971 analysis re-

ported approximately 6,510 freshmen vacancies and 2,480 transfer vacancies.

In 1971 there were only 23 colleges responding; in this year's report there

7
The Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education, College

Vacancy Survey, June 1, 1972.
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were 29, and this accounts for some of the wide variance in the reported

openings. But even after adjusting for the increased number of respond-

ents, it appears that Washington is below previously anticipated 1972 enroll-

ment levels.

Each four-year public institution was requested to submit admissions

reports to the Council on Higher Education staff. The reports for June,

July and August are summarized in Table 4 and compare the number of applica-

tions received this year with the same time period the previous year.

TABLE 4

Application for A
Public Four-Year

dmission to
Institution:

Institution June, 1971 June, 1972 Difference

U of W 27,825 27,704 - 121

WSU 9,899 9,813 - 86

WWSC 6,954 5,629 -1,325

CWSC. 5.118 4,222 - 896

EWSC 3,359 3,030 - 329

TESC* 2,192 2,505 + 313

Grand Total 55,347 52,903 -2,444

Institution JUIY, 1971 July, 1972 Difference

U of W 30,244 29,782 - 462
WSU 10,264 10,292 + 28

WWSC 7,404 6,072 -1,332

CWSC 5,446 4,510 - 936

EWSC -3,668 3,314 - 354

TESC* 2,100 2,115 + 16

Grand Total 59,126 56,086 -3,040

Institution. August1.1971 Auous.ta_1972 Difference

U of W 30,586 30,062 - 524
WSU 10,318 10,415 + 97

WWSE 7,683 6,205 -1,577

CWSC ;,705 4,733 - 972

EWSC 4,925 3,551 - 374

TESC* 2,349 2,593 + 244

Grand Total 60,756 57,F60 -3,106

Institution leptember,1971 Sentember, 1972 Difference

U of W 30,724 30,185 - 539

WSU 10,328 10,440 + 112
WWSC 7,964 6,591 -1,373

CWSC 5,753 4,822 - 941

EWSC 4,209 3,E61 - 348

TESC* 2,564 2,652 88

*TESC closed admission in May and were accepting applications for the

waiting list only.



IV. Enrollment Profile

Enrollment growth within the state of Washington can be seen in

the following graph and table: the graph portrays the increase in head-

count enrollment since 1965 and the table summarizes headcount enrollment

trends. (For individual institutional data see Appendix ,A.)

Figure B
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TABLE 5

Summary Headcount Enrollment Trends
1965-1971

Total Public and Private Mit.$1r Education

TotaI Publl(i.4-Yenr Colleges I Universities

Total Privee 4 -Yea' Colleges 4 Universities

Total ggenunitx Colleoes

1965 '966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971

109,687 122,700 lb1,713 161,422 179,577 200,487 200,971

48,585 52,173 57,768 63,256 67,872 71,971 73,051r----
4.. ,...4

19,997 19,9If 19,582 19,478 20,004 19,83 19,941

41,105 50,611 74,363 78,488 91,701 108,679 110.979

s.....m..

Further analysis shows that all higher education has experienced a

growth of 83 percent during the past six years. While the public feiir-

year sector has grown numerically, its proportion as a percentage of total

headcount enrollment has decreased. In 1965 the public four-year sector

accounted for 44 percent of the total headcount enrollment. That portion

decreased to 36 percent in 1971. The same is true of private colleges:

1965--18 percent, 1971-10 percent. The difference is accounted for in the

community college sector: 1965--37 percent, 1971--55 percent.

Private Colleges:

The private institutions hav experienced little or no growth over the

past five years, however, the last two years show a slight increase. Table 6

reviews both the total enrollment levels and the resident enrollment in

Washington private institutions for 1970 and 1971.

Between Fall 1970 and 1971, the total national undergraduate enrollment

at four-year public and private colleges increased by 2.4 percent. Public
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institution enrollments increased 4 percent while private universities de-

creased 1.5 percent and private four-year colleges remained at the same

enrollment level. In Washington the two-year comparison shows similar

trends but with a somewhat more encouraging pattern forrprivate institutions;

enrollment in the private universities remained the same and in the private

colleges increased by 1.5 percent.

Table 6

Washington Private College SI University
Enrollment Levels

1970-1971

Total Enrollment
1970 1971

Resident
1970 S

Enrollment
1971 S

TOTAL, PRIVATE 19,837 19,941 12,358 62.3 12,034 60.4

Fort Wright College 465 410 334 71.8 320 78.1
Gonzaga University 2,527 2,690 1,361 53.9 1,289 47.9
Northwest College 494 513 245 49.6 250 48.7
Pacific Lutheran University 3,001 3,038 2,015 67.1 2,070 68.1
Saint Martin's College 640 564 475 74.2 410 72.7
Seattle Pacific College 2,016 1,984 1,395 69.2 1,342 67.6
Geattle University 3,373 3,121 2,593 76.9 2,408 77.2
Sulpician Seminary 84 92 N/D N/D
University of Puget Sound 2,863 2,984 1,571 54.9 1,549 51.9
Walla Walla,College 1,752 1,834 757 43.2 791 43.1
Whitman College 1,105 1,071 574 52.0 531 49.6
Whitworth College 1,517 1,640 1,038 68.4 1,074 65.5

Recognizing the problems of the private institutions and the valuable

role they have played in higher education in Washington, the Council on

Higher Education in a major policy report recommended several potential pro-.

grams which would assist students in these institutions. During the 1971

regular session, the legislature authorized aid to students attending pri-

vate institutions in the form of a grant not to exceed $100. This pre-gram

may have helped to stabilize enrollments in Washington private institutions.
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Community Colleges

The community colleges have experienced the greatest enrollment in-

creases in the State for the past six years. In 1965 community college en-

rollment was approximately 41,000; it has now increased to over 110,000.

This 170 percent enrollment growth is consistent with national trends, which

indicate that the community college will become the most often-used access

to college training. It should be noted that the large increases in com-

munity college enrollments can be attributed to the opening of new campuses

dUring the developmental period of the community college system, 1967-1971.

In Washington the community colleges offer three basic programs: aca-

demic, vocational-technical, and community service. Figures dating back to

1960 indicate that occupational curricula were a minor segment of the com-

munity college profile. These statistics reveal that the primary objective

of community colleges in this state, as in many other states, was to serve

as feeder institutions to the universities and colleges for baccalaureate

training.

The advent of the community college system, with its multi-purpose

philosophical concept of open access without regard to grades or high school

certification, and expanded service to meet the needs of students and society,

has produced new directions and programs. In 1962 the community college system

had committed 76.7 percent of its programs to the academic area and 14.1 per-

cent to occupational training. Today the vocational area represents 38.8

percent. Sixty percent of the students are enrolled in the academic prepar-

ation areas.
8 Table 7 shows the change in percentage levels in the past 10

years for each area.

8The percentages do not add to 100 percent due to the deletion of those

enrolled in community service.
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Table 7

Community College Program Areas

1962-1971

YEAR Vocational Academic Service

1962 14.1 76.7 9.2

1963 13.1 =_x 85.9 1.0

1964 12.9 85.7 1.4

1965 11.7 86.3 2.0

1966 21.8 76.9 1.3

1967 26.7 68.4 4.8

1968 30.0 67.5 2.6

1969 31.2 65.2 3.5

1970 34.1 62.8 3.1

1971 38.8 60.0 1.1

Source: State Board for Community College Education, (based on

final Fall FTE enrollment data).

Policy statements from the State Board for Community College Education

and legislative mandates have encouraged the community colleges to raise

the occupational segment to 50 percent of the total by 1980. It would

appear from recent trends that this goal will be reached sooner than ex-

pected. The increased funds which may be available from the federal govern-

ment in the technical-occupational areas will be great assistance to the

community colleges in achieving that goal.

Entrances:

While an analysis of the enrollments at each institution provides an

important perspective, the student and the method of entry into higher
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education provide additional dimensions for understanding enrollment patterns..

Generally, the entrance modes of students consist of first time entrances,

transfers, and students who continue or remain in the institution itself. The

institutions have additional categories, but these three are the primary sources

for statistical analysis.

First Time Students:

The first time student has been discussed previously in terms of national

comparisons. However, when viewing the percentage figures certain interesting

changes have taken place in the past several years. In 1965 almost 35 percent

of total first time students entered the four-year public institutions, while

17 percent entered private institutions and 48 percent entered community col-

leges. Table 8 shows the internal changes over the past five years. The entry

of first time students into the community college system has increased signif-

icantly. The county participation study, reviewed previously, corroborates the

findings that students generally. seek out the community colleges for reasons not

always defined, but probably reflecting geographical proximity and lower cost.

Table 8

A Comparison of Entrance
of First Time Students

1965 & 1970

Public 4-Year Institutions:

1965
U of W 15.0817-4,600 6.19703f--3,483
WSU 8.3 2,532 6.0 3,175
WWSC 4.7 1,437 3.6 1,894
EWSC 2.7 811 2.1 1,134
CWSC 4.4 1 344 2.4 1_,____261

Sub-total 2X- TO-514- Er OW
Private Institutions: 17% 5,023 9% 4,582

Community Colleges: 48% 14,766 71% 37,773

Grand Total 100% 30,503 100% 53,302

Source: "Opening Fall Earollyeht in Higher itdmtion, 1965," National Center
for Educational Statistics, 1555. "Opening Fall Enrollment in Higher
Education, 1970," National Center for Educaticnal Statistics, 1970.
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Transfers:

The transfer student is a fairly recent phenomenon in higher education

history.and can be attributed to the increase of two-year community colleges

and the mobility of the American population. It is now natural for a student

to attend several institutions in the pursuit of academic goals.

In -1)970 the distribution of transfer students was reported in the Mobil-

ity Study as follows: Fall transfers "...represented 7.0 percent of the total

undergraduate enrollment. The state universities received 21 percent of the

total within-state transfers, while the state colleges had 27.4 percent.

Nine and one half percent transferred to private colleges and universities,

while 42.1 percent enrolled in the community colleges."9 Figure C presents

the increase of students transferring in each higher education sector in the

fall for the past ten years. (Appendix B contains data for Fall, 1970 and

Fall, 1971 regarding undergraduate transfer students.)

The annual mobility study also shows that in fall, 1960, 6.8 percent of

the students in the four-year public and private institutions were transfers;

that percentage had decreased in Fall, 1970 to 3.2 percent. Again the dif-

ference is accounted for in the community colleges, which not only send stu-

dents out to other institutions but have become a primary receiver of transfer

students. The transfer makes up 4.3 percent of the total community college

fall enrollment populationOn fall, 1960 that percentage was 2.2 percent.

9Giles, Frederick T. and Hugh Wiese, Mobility of Undergraduate College
Students Between Washington Colleges and Universities Autumn, 1970 and 1971.
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Continuing Students:

Figures regarding continuing students on the undergraduate level can

be derived by subti.acting from total enrollment figures those students who

are considered new entrances--the difference is the continuing student.

Since there are many differing definitions among institutions, considerable

disparity exists among the several sets of data. The best indicator now

available in the State relates to the Higher Education Enrollment Projection

(HEEP) model collection forms. Retention tables have been established which

give the number of students remaining at a particular institution, and show

whether or not a student progressed to the next class level, remained in the

same level or perhaps, jumped two leyels because of increased course loads.

Indicators such as these assist in determining the progression of stu-

dents through the institution and even though the figures represent one

parameter of such progression they should not be interpreted to be the only

measurement. Many students can only afford to attend institutions for part-

time academic work since employment is necessary. For them, progression to-

ward some type of academic goal is usually slower and reflects a longer

time spent in the institution. Figure D provides the average perce6tAge of

students retained by institutions by class level.
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Figure D

Average Retention Rates
Fall, 1972

PERCENT
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The figures are based on retention of students from Fall, 1970

Class Mix:

Population
February 1972.

to Fall , 1971.

The distribution of students within the institution in various class

patterns reflects another shift in the profile of Washington institutions.

Data which are available for full fee paying students only show that the

size of the freshman classes at both the public universities and public

four-year colleges have decreased appreciably since 1960. Enrollments in

the freshman classes at the universities have decreased 10 percent since 1960.
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Figure E

Class Mix Comparison
Public FourYear Universities and Colleges

1960 and 1970
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While these figures are decreasing, the other class levels are re-distribu-

ting themselves so that enrollment patterns show.a balanced class distribu-

tion. Figure E presents the trend graphically. Again the tendency for stu-

dents to enter community colleges rather than four-year institutions accounts

for the shift in class mix. (Appendix C gives a comparison of the percentage

distribution by class level for a 10 year period.)

Age:

The age distribution of students enrolled in each segment of higher

education reveals which age groups are being served in Washington. Figure

F is a graphic representation of the percentage of students enrolled in

institutions of higher education by individual age categories. The traditional

18-21 year old age group is the predominant group enrolled in higher educa-

tion in all sectors. This is especially true at the four -year institutions.

However, in the community colleges the figures show both the traditional

pattern (18-21) and a high service level to persons of 30 and over. While

combining all persons of the 30-and-above group into one category distorts

the findings, it is evident that compared to the four-year institutions the

community colleges are the primary resource for participants in higher educa-

tion above the traditional age groups.

Sex:

The Higher Education Enrollment Projection (HEEP) data series has pro-

vided information concerning the number of men and women enrolled in institu-

tions of higher education. This ratio of men to women, coupled with the

age distribution, has been graphed to show three trend lines (Figure G).

The first line gives the highest disparity of males to females; the num-

erical figure at each age interval indicates the institution which has the

highest rank. The middle line represents the average for all reporting
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institutions. The bottom line represent the lowest ratio of men to women for

each age interval. (Western Washington State College did not respond and the

private institutions were not asked for t, ) data.)

The curves reflect a definite increase in the number of men to women

from ages 22 through 29, ages which represent the traditional child bearing

years for women. In the case of The Evergreen State College the figures may

be indicative of the small numbers represented. Removing The Evergreen

State College from the chart, Washington State University has the most con-

sistantly high ratio of men to women of any institution during the later age

years. Conversely, Eastern Washington State College has consistently the

lowest ratio of men to women among all of Washington's institutions of

higher education.

The most obvious and immediately discernable statistic is that at no

point in the whole age distribution is there an equal distribution of men

to women. Although 52 percent of the population is female, Washington institu-

tions of higher education by no means reflect this population distribution.

Nonresident enrollment:

The nonresident student received a great deal of attention during the

past legislative session and consideration of this topic here will be brief.

Nonresident enrollment in Washington has increased over the past ten years,

as have enrollments in all other segments of higher education. However,

the last two years have seen a change in this trend. The latest figures

on migration of students indicate that the State of Washington has a net

in-migration of 5,390 students. This study was completed in 1968 by the

National Center for Educational Statistics and a replication of that report
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will be conducted for Fall, 1972 through the Higher Education General Infor-

mation Survey (HEGIS). At that time new figures will be piiiduced to reveal

changes in the migration of Washington students and students who are entering

Washington to take advantage of educational opportunities.

Data produced for the Council on Higher Education report entitled

"Nonresident Enrollment Data, Fall, 1971" presents a comparison between

1970 and 1971. The information contained in the earlier report summarizes

the status of the nonresident student in Washington for the past two years.

Nonresident enrollments have declined since 1970 throughout the entire

ilUblic college and university system. Overall the state has experienced a

decrease of about 10 percent in nonresident enrollments since Fall, 1970.
8

Nonresident enrollment patterns for public four-year colleges and uni-

versities suggest that reductions occurred primarily at the graduate level.

At the University of Washington, graduate and professional nonresident en-

rollments declined by nearly 300 students; a comparable decrease of 165

occurred in the graduate/professional level at Washington State University.

Two of the state colleges (Western and Central) had slight increases for non-

resident enrollments between 1970 and 1971. In total, nonresidents accounted

for 12.4 percent of public college and university enrollments in 1970 and

11.0 percent in 1971. In 1971 these percentages ranged from a high of 13.5

at the University of Washington to a low of 3.7 at Central Washington State

College.

8The collection of data regarding nonresidents is difficult because
of the various methods of counting: fee paying, point of origin and exceptions
to residency classification all contribute to the complicated process. The
"Common Enrollment Definitions" which have been reviewed by all institutions
are an attempt to solve this problem.

32



Table 9

A Comparison of Nonresident Enrollment for
1970 & 1971

1970 1971 Increase-Decrease

Public Four-Year Institutions: 8,732 7,912 -820 -9.4%

Private Institutions*: 7,395 7,816 +420 +5.7%

Community Colleges: 3,313 2,833 -480 -14.5%

Grand Total 19,440 18,56C -880 -4.5%

*Does not include Sulpician Seminary. No data available for nonresident

enrollment.

Sources: Public Four-year: Form A, data collected by Office of Program
Planning and Fiscal Management.
Private Institutions: Higher Education Enrollment Projections

Community Colleges: State Board for Community College Education

Statistical data for the community colleges indicate a sizeable decline

(13.0 percent) in nonresident enrollments between 1970 and 1971. The largest

decrease in nonresident enrollments occurred in the Spokane Community Col-

leges with a decline of approximately 170 students.

Reasons for the decline in nonresident enrollments appear to be a com-

bination of students choosing not to attend Washington institutions because

of incrc. d tuition and fees (see Appendix E), and the fact that a large

number of students who were formerly nonresidents have been reclassified

and counted as residents.

Foreign Students:

Another segment of the nonresident enrollment population is the for-

eign student. The residency statute does not allow a foreign student (un-
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less on an immigrant visa) to acquire residency status. Therefore, in the

competition for decreasing funds and resources, foreign student programs,

as well as the numbers of these students attending institutions of higher

education, have decreased since 1969. Table 10 presents a summary of the

configuration of foreign students enrolled in institutions of higher educa-

tion in Washington.

From 1965 to 1969 there was a constant increase in the number of foreign

students attending four-year public institutions of higher education (with

the exception of the University of Washington, which had a sharp decrease from

1968 to 1969). In 1970 there was a decrease or a leveling of the total num-

ber of international students enrolled, and figures for Fall, 1971 also show

a decrease in the total number of foreign students. Most of this is attributed

to the two public universities.

Table 10

Fortiirttilditit-Enrollment, A Comparison
1965, 1970 & 1971

1965 1970 1971
Total Foreign Student LITS* 3793 173.2

Enrollment

Public Universities 1,268 . 1,675 1,377

Public Four-Year Colleges 126 324 363

Private Institutions 373* 484 659

Community Colleges 148 710 732

* Estimated
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Of the 115 different countries represented by foreign student enroll-

ment, 50 percent of Washington's foreign students are from Asian countries.

Approximately one out of every four international students is a Canadian.

Although the four-year state colleges, excluding Evergreen, enroll only

11 percent of the total international student population in Washington, and

the two state universities enroll over 52 percent of the foreign student

population, the total Canadian student population at the three state colleges

is larger than that at the two state universities.

Minority Student Population:

Increasing minority student enrollment is a continuing program objec-

tive. An increased number and variety of programs is being offered to both

minorities and disadvantaged persons to assist them in obtaining a worthwhile

educational experience. The Office of Civil Rights compliance form (collected

each two years) has been the primary vehicle for the collection of data in

this area. Data for the years 1968 and 1970 are presented in Table 11. In

each instance an increase in the number of minority persons is found.

Table 11

MINORITY STUDENT ENROLLMENT SUMMARY
'ercent of Total Undergraduate Enrollment

Fall 1968 and 1970

........w...... ut.m.m talawilly WilIVE AMCK16MN IVIAL

1963 1970 1968 1970 1968 1970 1968 1970 1968 1970

4-Year Public
Institutions 2.2% 2.6% 1.4% 1.6% 0.3% 0.6% 0.4% 0.6% 4.3% 5.4%

4-Year Private
Institutions 2.3% 3.O 1.9% 2.C% 0.5Z 0.4% 0.5% 0.4% 5.2% 5.8%

---------........ .......---- ..ANY.MANI.

Community
Colleges 1.0% 1.4% 1.3% 2.1% 1.2% 0.9% 0.5% 0.8% 4.0% 5.2%

*Compiled from the Office of Civil Rights Comp14.ance Form, 1968 and 1970.
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Several tables have been completed to supplement the data contained

in the body of this report showing the distribution of various minority

groups in Washington. (See Figures H & I.) The percentage of ethnic

minorities is small (6.7 percent) when compared to the total state's pop-

ulation. However, the actual number of ethnic minorities (approximately

228,848) account for a large segment of persons in the population not

generally represented in the institutions of higher education. The Blacks

constitute the largest ethnic minority group (31.2 percent) followed by

Chicanos (31.a percent), Asian Americans (19.3 percent), and Native Ameri-

cans (14.6 percent).

The increases of minority groups in institutions of higher education

reflect the commitment of the institutions to develop special programs to

assist minority students along with other efforts (such as recruitment of

faculty and graduate students, and the provision of support services for

minorities). However, minorities are still not represented in the institu-

tions in the same magnitude as society at large. Recommendations made

through the Council on Higher Education minority education project will be

presented in the near future-in an effort to give continuity and state-

wide direction to the ethnic minority and disadvantaged programs.

36



C
A

)

F
i
g
u
r
e
 
H

T
O
T
A
L
 
P
O
P
U
L
A
T
I
O
N
 
B
Y
 
R
A
C
I
A
L
 
G
R
O
U
P
*

S
t
a
t
e
 
o
f
 
W
a
s
h
i
n
g
t
o
n

1
9
7
0

(
F
i
g
u
r
e
s
 
b
a
s
e
d
 
o
n
 
t
h
e

t
o
t
a
l
 
p
o
p
u
l
a
t
i
o
n
 
o
f

W
a
s
h
i
n
g
t
o
n
-
3
,
4
1
1
,
9
0
0
.
)

A
s
i
a
n
 
A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n

4
4
,
0
6
0
*
*

B
l
a
c
k

7
1
,
3
0
8

C
a
u
c
a
s
i
a
n

3
,
1
9
1
,
1
2
5

C
h
i
c
a
n
o

7
0
,
7
3
4

N
a
t
i
v
e
 
A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n

3
3
,
3
8
6

O
t
h
e
r
 
R
a
c
e
s

9
,
3
6
0

A
s
i
a
n
 
A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n

(
1
.
3
%
)

B
l
a
c
k

(
2
.
1
%
)

C
h
i
c
a
n
o

(
2
.
1
%
)

N
a
t
i
v
e
 
A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n

(
1
.
0
%
)

O
t
h
e
r
 
R
a
c
e
s

(
0
.
3
%
)

O
f
f
i
c
e
 
o
f
 
P
r
o
g
r
a
m
 
P
l
a
n
n
i
n
g
 
&
 
F
i
s
c
a
l
 
M
a
n
a
g
e
m
e
n
t
,
 
S
t
a
t
e
 
o
f
 
W
a
s
h
i
n
g
t
o
n
,
 
P
o
p
u
l
a
t
i
o
n
 
T
r
e
n
d
s
,

J
u
n
e
,
 
1
9
7
2
.

*
*
 
A
s
i
a
n
 
A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n
 
c
a
t
e
g
o
r
y
 
i
n
c
l
u
d
e
s
 
C
h
i
n
e
s
e
,
 
F
i
l
i
p
i
n
o
,
 
H
a
w
a
i
i
a
n
,
 
J
a
p
a
n
e
s
e
,
 
a
n
d
 
K
o
r
e
a
n
.

T
h
i
s

c
a
t
e
g
o
r
y
 
d
i
f
f
e
r
s
 
f
r
o
m
 
e
a
r
l
i
e
r
 
e
s
t
i
m
a
t
e
s
 
p
r
o
d
u
c
e
d
 
b
y
 
O
f
f
i
c
e
 
o
f
 
P
r
o
g
r
a
m
 
P
l
a
n
n
i
n
g
 
&
 
F
i
s
c
a
l

M
a
n
a
g
e
m
e
n
t
 
w
h
i
c
h
 
d
e
f
i
n
e
d
 
t
h
e
 
c
a
t
e
g
o
r
y
 
t
o
 
i
n
c
l
u
d
e
 
C
h
i
n
e
s
e
 
a
n
d
 
J
a
p
a
n
e
s
e
 
o
n
l
y
.



Figure I

MINORITY PORDLATION_BY. RACIAL GROUP
State of Washington

1970

Other Races
(Figures based on total
ethnic minority popu-
lation of the State of
Washington-228,848)

Native
American

14.60%

Chicano
30.91%

Asian
American

19.25%

Black
31.16%

Ethnic Minority Population*

Asian American 44,060**

Black 71,308

Chicano 70,734

Native American....33,386

Other Races 9,360

* Office of Program Planning & Fiscal Management, State of
Washington, Population Trends, June, 1972.

** Asian American categoryTRETUdes Chinese, Filipino, Hawaiian,
Japanese, and Korean. This category differs from earlier estimates
produced by Office of Program Planning & Fiscal Management which
defined the category to include Chinese and Japanese only.
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V. Summary

In summary, the higher education enrollment profile for Washington has

changed considerably in the last five to six years. Table 12 shows a summary

of significant enrollment factors as a percentage of total headcount enroll-

ment.

The community colleges have assumed a higher proportion of total enroll-

ment and a community college program balance which will produce a 50-50 ratio

for academic programs and occupational offerings is anticipated. Enroll-

ments in the four-year public institutions have grown, but not at the same

rate as in the community colleges. Growth has stabilized at these institutions

for the past two years as a result of numerous factors, including increased

tuition and fees and a change in student interest in higher education. At

the present time only two of the public four year institutions appear to have a

high demand factor for entrance: the University of Washington, which is highly

selective and has utilized enrollment quotas, and The Evergreen State College,

which has a non-traditional curricular pattern and a small enrollment level. The

private institutions have remained at the same enrollment level for almost six

years and probably will not increase significantly in the foreseeable future unless

the gap between public and private tuition and fee costs is lessened.

Other indices utilized for comparison show that the entry of students

into higher education is generally through the community college system

which is more accessible geographically and financially. Class-mix com-

parisons show that the four-year institutions have relatively.balanced classes,

a change from five years ago when the freshman class was proportionately

larger. The community colleges again account for this shift. There is still
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Table 12

SUMMARY COMPARISON
OF ENROLLMENT PROFILE

BASED ON HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENT
1965 and 1971

1965 1971

TOTAL ENROLLMENT 109,687 203,934

Public 4-yr Universities 32% 24%

Public 4-yr Colleges 12% 12%

Private Institutions 18% 10%

Community Colleges 38% 54%

ENTRANCES:

1

First-time Students 28% 26%

Transfer Students 5.2% 5.4%

Continuing Students 67% 68%

CLASS MIX:

Public 4-yr Universities

Freshmen 28.9% 19.4%

Sophomores 17.6% 18.5%

Juniors 16.2% 19.8%

Seniors 18.0% 21.9%
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a higher percentage of males (61.6 percent) in institutions of higher educa-

tion than females (38.4 percent). Minority students have increased as a per-

centage of total enrollment over the past several years, from 4.3 percent in

1968 to 6.2 percent in 1970. Foreign students have decreased in the past two

years as have nonresident students.

Participation rates have increased over the past five years from 22

percent of the 18-29 age group to 30 percent in 1971. However, recent trends,

beginning in 1969, indicate a decrease in participation rates, suggesting

the onset of a period of enrollment stabilization. This trend is further

substantiated by a general decrease in applications for Fall, 1972.

Washington is experiencing enrollment patterns which have been pre-

dicted for the nation generally. Since Washington ranks high in partici-

pation, it would be anticipated that a stabilization period would be reached

by this state, as it approaches a saturation level of service to college

motivated persons, sooner than other states. It is anticipated that future

increases in enrollment levels will reflect service to persons not now served

by higher education.
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Appendix D

County Participation Summary

The statistical technique used to develop the participation rate per

county was the number of students enrolled in colleges and universities

(public and private, two- and four-year) per 1000 population. Data regard-

ing population by county were taken from the 1970 Census of Population,

Advance Report, U.S. Department of Commerce. The four-year public insti-

tutions compiled county-by-county enrollment figures and furnished them to

the Council on Higher Education. The private institutions did not, as a

rule, collect such enrollment figures; much of their data were provided in the

form of student rosters or student directories. In these cases, a tabulation

of "home towns" was made for students from each institution and these data

were compiled by county.

In Fall, 1970 the State Board for Community College Education staff

conducted a zip code distribution study for each community college district.

These enrollment-by-zip code data were loaned to the Council and a tabula-

tion was made of the number of students per zip code for each institution.

The zip codes were then translated to city or town, and finally to county.

Since in one instance the same zip code included cities in different counties,

and it was impossible to determine from the community college data the actual

distribution of these students, Douglas and Chelan counties have been com-

bined.

The rank-order of counties by rate of enrollment (Table I) may be com-

pared to the tables showing institutional distribution of the county population
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enrolled. For example, Lincoln county (the county with the highest parti-

cipation rate in the state, 7.75 percent) students attend several public

and private institutions within the geographically accessible range of

Spokane county; 43 percent attend one of the two community colleges avail-

able.

Ferry county (lowest participation rate in the state, 1.83 percent)

students have no geographically accessible institutions of higher educa-

tion, two- or four-year. Students from Ferry county tend to prefer Washing-

ton State University (42 percent), or Eastern Washington State College

(27 percent). This group tends to select public four-year institutions over

any other type, even though a community college is within the same geograph-

ical area. A total of 78 percent of all students from Ferry county attend

college in the Spokane area or are enrolled at Washington State University.

Data regarding resident enrollment by type of institution and by county

are reflected in Table 2. Not surprisingly, the data indicate that students

tend to enroll in the community colleges closest to them. Enrollment figures

are also high for geographically accessible four-year public institutions.

In addition, students are almost twice as likely to enroll in public univer-

sities as in public four-year colleges. One possible reason for this trend

could be broader program offerings available at a state university. Students

are approximately five times as likely to be enrolled in a public four-year

institution as in a private institution, and about twelve times as likely

to be enrolled in a public institution (two- or four-year) as in a private

institution. The institutional data indicating counties of origin gener-

ally show that in the case of small private colleges and community colleges
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students prefer to attend the closest accessible college, located either in

the student's county of residence or in an immediately adjacent county.

Washington State University appears to have the broadest representation

in the State. The isolation of the University and the aggregation of agricul-

tural or land-grant curricular offerings may account for this distribution

patcern. The rather narrow drawing power of the University of Washington

appears to be unusual in light of the broad spectrum of curricular offerings.

It may be that an urban institution tends to attract urban students. Per-

haps the size of the enrollment contributes to selection factors not easily

attributed to geographic analysis, but attributable to student personal prefer-

ence. Admission policies and enrollment limitations may also affect resident

enrollment.

4
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1

TABLE I

Rank-Order of Counties by Rate of
Enrollment, Fall, 1970

Rank County Population Enrollment % Enrolled

1 Lincoln 9,572 742 7.75

2 Benton 67,540 4,353 6.45

3 Walla Walla 42,176 2,678 6.35

4 Kitsap 101,732 6,093 5.99

5 Skagit 52,381 3,107 5.93

6 Pend Oreille 6,025 350 5.81

7 Franklin 25,816 1,492 5.78

8 Whitman 37,900 2,188 5.77

9 Grays Harbor 59,553 3,382 5.68

10 Pacific 15,796 818 5.18

II Garfield 2,911 146 5.02

12 Clallam 34,770 1,718 4.94

13 Cowlitz 68,616 3,377 4.92

14 King 1,156,633 56,831 4.91

15 Chelan-Douglas 58,142 2,708 4.66

17 Lewis 45,467 2,087 4.59

18 Spokane 287,487 13,134 4.57

19 Snohomish 265,236 11,734 4.42

20 Clark 128,454 5,365 4.18

21 Island 27,011 1,124 4.16

22 Thurston 76,814 3,089 4.02

23 Pierce 411,027 16,291 3.96

24 Grant 41,881 1,631 3.89
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TABLE I (cont.)

Rank-Order of Counties by Rate of
Enrollment, Fall, 1970 (Cont.)

Rank County Population Enrollment % Enrolled

25 Adams 12,014 454 3.78

26 Yakima 144,971 5,457 3.76

27 Columbia 4,439 167 3.76

28 Stevens 17,405 609 3.50

29 Mason 20,918 721 3.45

30 Whatcom 81,950 2,658 3.24

31 Wahkiakum 3,592 114 3.17

32 Jefferson 10,661 336 3.15

33 Kittitas 25,039 682 2.72

34 Okanogan 25,867 689 2.66

35 Klickitat 12,138 283 2.33

36 San Juan 3,856 88 2.28

37 Skamania 5,845 117 2.00

38 Asotin 13,799 262 1.90

39 Ferry 3,655 67 1.83

Totals 3,409,169 157,142 4.61%
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APPENDIX E
No-Show Survey Summary

INTRODUCTION

In light of rapid enrollment growth in the last half of the '60s, a policy

of enrollment limitations in the public institutions of higher education was

instituted effective July 1, 1971. Fall, 1971 enrollments, however, were

within the enrollment limitations, showing only a slight increase.* The econ-

omic situation in Washington may have had something to do with this small

increase in enrollment,'however there are no data to substantiate this assump-

tion. The Council on Higher Education has attempted to determine which factors

influence students in their decision not to enroll in a particular college or

university, and how these factors relate to higher education in the State of

Washington generally.

* Headcount Enrollment for Public Higher Education
in Washington

Year Four year institutions Community colleges Total

1965 48,585 41,105 89,690

1966 52,173 50,611 102,784

1967 57,768 74,363 132,131

1968 63,256 78,688 141,944

1969 67,805 91,701 159,506

1970 71,628 108,679 180,307

1971 73,051 110,979 184,030

Sources: "Enrollment Trends, 1971," Table 5, and "Pocket Data Book, 1971,"
page 106; Office of Program Planning and Fiscal Management.

54



The public four-year institutions of higher education in the State have

required students admitted to the institution to submit a nonrefundable

advance payment on tuition and fees, generally in the amount of $50, prior

to enrollment. Each year a number of people are admitted who pay their

advance "deposits" but do not register or enroll. Three institutions were

able to provide the Council on Higher Education with a list of these students

for Fall, 1971: Eastern Washington State College, The Evergreen State Col-

lege, and Washington State University.

A questionnaire was prepared and, on a random sampling basis, sent to one-

third of the students (447) whose names appeared on the lists. Fifty-two

percent (234) of the prospective students responded; 2 persons were not

located.

CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS

Of the 234 who responded, 230 indicated age and sex: 159 respondents were

male and 77 were female, the average age of all respondents (male or female)

was 21 years. A voluntary question regarding race was included; 81 percent

indicated that they were Caucasian, 4 percent indicated other races, and 15

percent did not indicate race..

No particular pattern was revealed when respondents were tabulated by field

of study, except that those who were undecided about a major field of study

appear to be more likely to defer enrollment: The table on the following

page indicates the number and percent of no-show respondents by their class

level, had they enrolled.
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NO-SHOW RESPONDENTS BY CLASS LEVEL

Number Percent

Freshman 85 36%

Sophomore 45 19%

Jufiior 51 22%

Senior 12 5%

Total Undergraduate 193 82%

Post Baccalaureate/Master's
Degree Candidates 22 9%

Post Master's/Doctoral
Degree Candidates 14 6%

Did Not Indicate 5 2%

Total 234 100%*

*These figures are rounded off.

STUDENTS WHO ENROLLED IN ANOTHER INSTITUTION, FALL 1971

Fifty-two percent of the students responding enrolled (Fall, 1971) in another

college or university--not the institution that considered the student a

"no-show." The distribution of the students who decided to attend another

institution in Fall, 1971 is as follows:

28 enrolled in

33 enrolled in
Washington

18 enrolled in

42 enrolled in
academy

121 Total

a community college in Washington

another public four-year institution in

a private college or university in Washington

an out-of-state college, university or military

56



Of the students who chose to attend an out-of-state institution of post-

secondary education, two-thirds (28) spent the summer (1971) in a state

other than Washington. Many of these students changed their minds about

enrolling in a Washington institution of higher education as a result of

increased tuition and fees, confirming the assumption that the majority

were nonresidents.

Numerous factors could affect the decision to attend another institution.

It would appear that there is a pattern in the response rate to factors

by the students who enrolled in a particular type of institution. For

example, the primary reason given by students who decided to attend a

community college in Washington was cost (less expensive). In many cases

this involved a transfer from a four-year to a two-year institution. Stu-

dents deciding to attend another public foui.-year college or university in

Washington were attracted by a broader choice of program offerings, and the

greatest number of students who decided to attend a private college or uni-

versity said they did so because it was their first choice.
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STUDENTS WHO CHOSE TO ATTEND ANOTHER INSTITUTION OF POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION

FALL 1971

Factors
affecting
choice of
institution

Washington
community
college

Public
Four-year
college or
university
Washington

Private
college or

in university in
Washington

Out-of-state
college--
university--
militar academ

First choice - 24.1% 30.0% 21.1%

Better program
offerings 18.8% 32.8% 13.3% 19.3%

Less expensive 37.5% 8.6% - 19.3%

Self/spouse
needed to
work while
enrolled 14.6% 5.2% 3.3% 7.0%

Offer of
scholarship,
grant,
other aid 8.3% 10.3% 20.0% 10.5%

Family
wanted me
to attend 4.2% 5.2% 6.7% 5.3%

Smaller
college 2.1% - 16.7% 1.8%

Location
(moved;

weather;
away from
home) 6.3% 10.3% 10.0% 12.3%

First choice
proved in-
appropriate
(housing;
changed my
mind; etc.) 8.3% 3.5% - 3.5%

Totals* 100% 100% 100% 100%

*These figures are rounded off.
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PERSONS WHO DID NOT ENROLL IN ANY INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION, FALL 1971

Persons who did not attend any educational institution in Fall, 1971 were

asked to indicate the most important reason for their decision. In most

instances unavoidable circumstances (often related to financial difficulties)

prevented enrollment at that time. Many students who were unable to enroll

in Fall, 1971 had done so by the time the questionnaire was sent out. At

that time 148 persons were enrolled or had graduated--a total of 63 percent

of all no-show questionnaire respondents. Fifty-eight of these students

were also working--66 percent part-time, 34 percent full-time.

MOST IMPORTANT REASONS STUDENTS DID NOT ATTEND COLLEGE, FALL 1971

Primary reason

Number of
students
indicating

Percent of

students
indicating

Unable to attend (draft,
illness, not admitted, etc.) 31 28%

Insufficient financial resources 29 26%

Decided to defer enrollment 19 17%

Job (offered before or after
accepting admission:
before - -4; after--11) 15 13%

Change of mind about value of
degree . 6 5%

Marriage/Parenthood 5 4%

Travel/Vacation 4 4%

Lack of motivation/priorities 3 3%

Volunteer work 1 1%

010=11/

Total 113 100%*

*These figures are rounded off.
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Those students who did not attend any educational institution in Fall, 1971

were asked to indicate what they did instead.

ACTIVITIES OF STUDENTS WHO DID NOT ATTEND COLLEGE

FALL 1971

Number of
Students* Percent

Job 57 50%

Vacation/Travel 14.5 13%

No answer 11 10%

Illness, injury, etc. 8 7%

Drafted/Joined 7 6%

Unemployed/Unable to find work 6 5%

Marriage/Parenthood 6 5%

Research/Independent study 2.5 2%

Volunteer work 1 1%

Total 113 100%**

* Some students indicated two activities
**These figures are rounded off.

Many planned to defer enrollment and took a job in order to finance their

education.

Seventy-five of the 113 persons who did not attend any college in Fall, 1971

indicated they they intend to enroll in an institution of higher education

in the future. Forty students plan to enroll this Summer (1972) or this

coming Fall; 11 of the 40 said that they will attend the same college or

university that considered them "no shows" last Fall.
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Of all persons responding only 10 (4 percent) indicated that they have no

plans to attend an institution of higher education in the future. (Eight

were candidates for baccalaureate degrees, 2 for master's degrees.)

CHANCES FOR SUCCESS

When asked if they were concerned about their chances for a successful

college career, 12 percent of all respondents indicated concern. The two

primary concerns cited were lack of motivation or priorities, and the fact

that they did not went to waste their or their parent's money; i.e., their

concern related to degree of success.

VALUE OF A DEGREE

Those who indicated that they had changed their mind about the value of

the degree they were seeking (45 of 234; 19 percent) also expressed concern

that with fewer job openings than in the past, a traditional college educa-

tion might be a waste of time and money. Others believe that a degree is

no substitute for experience. (Concern was expressed by graduates and

undergraduates in the same proportion as in graduate and undergraduate

responses to the questionnaire.) Engineering majors, business and manage-

ment majors and those who had not decided on a major field of study, were

most likely to feel that a degree is less valuable than it once was.

CONCLUSIONS

A reading of the summary tables (above) leaves impresrions not necessarily

reflected in the data. Most significantly, the students surveyed were not
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unhappy with higher education. The reasons most students did not enroll

"as anticipated" varied, but they definitely point to the mobility and

flexibility of the population.

Fifty-two percent of all those who responded enrolled in another institu-

tion of higher education. Twenty-nine percent had enrolled by the time

they received the questionnaire, or indicated that Os:), would enroll

within a year. Another 15 percent plan to continue their education at

another point in time. Only 4 percent do not plan to continue their

formal education.

Circumstances that took priority over school (illness, the draft, etc.)

and financial difficulties either directly or indirectly relating to

college attendance (increase in tuition and fees or the need to work,

deferring enrollment) were the primary deterrents to F01, 1971 enrollment.
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